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 It was late Wednesday afternoon in downtown Phoenix on October 
9th, 2002. I had just left Trinity Cathedral for the day, skipping the weekly 
Taizé service that would begin at 6:00 p.m. At home I changed clothes and 
turned on the local news only to see an aerial view of  Trinity’s stately roof-
line from the camera of  the news chopper flying overhead. Black smoke 
was billowing from every crack and crevice of  the stately nave that had 
undergone a $1.85 million renovation the year before. A “snuffed-out” 

match, tossed into a paper-filled trash can in the sacristy was soon discovered to be the cul-
prit.  

The exterior structure of  the cathedral survived the flames, but the interior was 
deemed a total loss, including the three thousand pipe Schantz organ, and the newly-
purchased Bosendorfer Imperial Grand piano. I remember gathering with the congregation 
the day after this surreal experience, and hearing the Dean and Bishop declare that we, like 
the Phoenix of  old, would ‘rise from the ashes’ a stronger and more vibrant body of  Christ. 
We set up ‘church’ in the adjacent parish hall, and for the next nearly three years worshiped in 
that space.  

Fortunately, we at Good Shepherd have not experienced such a devastating loss. But we 
have been ‘robbed’ of  the blessing of  entering that beautiful, sacred space where we, and gen-
erations of  people before us, have gathered each week without giving a moment’s thought to 
what it might be like to have this blessing suddenly taken away. Today we are living that reality, 
thanks to an unseen, yet formidable enemy that “prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour” (1 Peter 5.8). At some point in the future, we will be given permission to 
gather in our parish hall under strict guidelines and safety procedures. Its larger area will allow 
for more people than our nave can safely accommodate. How long we will use that space is 
unknown at this time. 

The major lesson (reminder) for me in both these events is that the true church is not a 
physical structure, but the corporate body of  persons who inhabit the space. We can continue 
to be Christ’s body either physically gathered, of  physically apart. This time of  “exile” also 
allows us to take renewed stock in how precious our relationships are to one another. Never 
again will we take for granted God’s gifts of  presence and fellowship with one another. If  the 
old adage, “Absence makes the heart grow fonder,” is true, we have much to look forward to 
when we are able to once again gather in person as the body of  Christ.  

In the meantime, continue to Zoom with us, give never-ending thanks for the blessings 
we have been given, and look forward with great anticipation to that time when we see each 
other face to face. That time WILL come, and for that reality we can all say, “Praise God!”   
 
             Father Bill + 
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ZOOMING WEEKLY COMPLINE 

 

 Fr. Bill is offering a weekly Zoom service of Compline at 8:00 p.m. This is a 
time of worship, prayer, and check-in. Following the service and prayer time, we 
will have an open microphone opportunity to connect and catch up with each 
other. Please feel free to join, or not join, as the Spirit moves you.  
 A Zoom invitation will be sent prior to each service. Maintaining our mutual 
connection with one another is critical during this time of imposed isolation. This 
opportunity will continue through the month of July.  

 
 
 
 

PASTORAL CARE & MEETINGS 
 

 Fr. Bill is available to any parishioner for one-on-one meetings and/or pas-

toral care through the Zoom portal.  

 Simply contact him by phone (803-818-8257) or by email 

(billgreeley@gmail.com) to set up a mutually-agreed-upon time.  

 He will send a password-protected Zoom link that will provide access to 

the meeting.      

SPEAKING EPISCOPALIAN 101 
 

A question:  Does my pledge matter? 
 Yes, indeed.  Our Treasurer and Vestry want to express their apprecia-
tion to all who continue to keep their pledge current.   
 Your pledge helps us in ways large and small.  We have facemasks, hand 
sanitizer, and gloves to keep all safe thanks to your pledge.  When we return 
to in-person worship, we will have the things to make worship safer.  Yes, we 
will face challenges, but your faithfulness helps us meet them. 
 If  you aren’t currently pledging, consider doing so.  If  you have 
pledged, thank you for keeping your pledge current.   
 You are important and pledging does matter. 
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STAYING SAFE 
 

Please stay safe and listen to the CDC and  
South Carolina DHEC recommendations. 

 

We miss you and look forward to rejoicing  
in the Spirit together as soon as we are able. 

 
Stay safe, stay well, and stay sane. 

A PRAYER IN A TIME OF GREAT ANXIETY 
    

 Father, we turn to You in times of  trouble and when we need comfort.  We, 
your children, are here again looking to You for love, for understanding of  the 
current world, for a safe place, and most especially for the peace which passes 
all understanding that only You can give.   
 

 During these days of  anxiety-producing newscasts, coronavirus quarantines, 
and racial protests I fear for all people of  the earth.  Yes, we are facing a coro-
navirus pandemic, but we are also facing a pandemic of  hate and violence.  This 
is a time when we can be a part of  the solution and choose to cease being a part 
of  the problem.  Help us to reach out to one another to seek a new way for-
ward where we understand walking in the shoes of  others experiencing the hu-
miliation of  being called into question simply for the “color of  their skin rather 
than the content of  their character”, as Martin Luther King put it so eloquently.   
 

 We are one world.  We should be one people.  God loves us all.  He does not 
choose between races, or creeds, or nations of  origin, or gender or any other di-
vision we humans have created to separate us.  At this time, we desperately need 
You and the message your Son brought – to love one another.  Jesus made no 
distinction between peoples when he urged the Apostles to go out in power and 
love to re-form the world.  Or when the Holy Spirit called to us to renew the 
face of  the earth.   
 

 Let us all make no distinction and love all whom You have put in our path – 
grocery store clerks, burger place workers, healthcare professionals, ministers – 
all of  whom are still present with us.  These are the people who have helped 
sustain us through the virus of  illness and will be the ones to sustain us through 
the virus of  indifference. 
 

 Peace be with us to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Anonymous  
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 WE HOPE TO ENTER PHASE TWO OF THE PLAN TO 

BEGIN WORSHIPPING TOGETHER IN PERSON SOON. 
 

WE WILL TELL YOU THE DETAILS OF PHASE TWO AS SOON  
AS WE ARE MADE AWARE OF THE PARAMETERS. 

BEAR WITH US AS WE ENTER YET ANOTHER  
NEW PHASE OF OUR LIFE TOGETHER. 

 
PRAISE BE TO GOD:  FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT. 

Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd 

York, South Carolina 

      

    5 months ending 5/31/20  

   Budget   Actual   Budget   Variance  

INCOME      

   Pledge Income      205,000.00         86,171.50         85,423.50                 748.00  

   Plate Offerings          3,600.00           1,116.00           1,500.12               (384.12) 

   Special Offerings          3,000.00           1,296.00           1,250.10                    45.90  

   Interest Income                35.00                 20.84                 14.58                      6.26  

TOTAL INCOME      211,635.00         88,604.34         88,188.30                 416.04  

EXPENDITURES      

   Worship & Parish Minis-
try      116,552.00         44,429.39         48,567.21              4,137.82  

   Diocesan Pledge        28,973.00         12,075.00         12,073.05                    (1.95) 

   Mission & Outreach          1,200.00               500.00               500.04                      0.04  

   Christian Formation &   
Continuing Education          1,000.00                       -                 416.70                 416.70  

   Facility Costs        55,727.00         18,168.44         23,221.44              5,053.00  

   Supplies & Miscellaneous          8,183.00           3,852.57           3,409.86               (442.71) 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES      211,635.00         79,025.40         88,188.30              9,162.90  

INCOME OVER (UNDER) 
EXPENDITURES                      -             9,578.94                       -                9,578.94  
 

TREASURER’S NOTE: 

Income continues to be on budget through the first five months of the year. Pledge payments continue to be re-
ceived which has resulted in the only closure impact on operating income to be in loose plate offerings.   Expenses 
are under budget by $9,162 due to reduced level of activity and timing issues of expenses versus the budget.    
Year-to-date operating results show a $9,578 surplus. Our Legacy Fund loan balance is $32,219 and is due to be 
paid in full by January 6, 2021.  Invested funds increased by $17k in May due to continued improvement in the 
stock market.  Thank you to all who are continuing to mail in their pledge payments. 
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PRAYING FOR THE SEARCH PROCESS 
 

1. Pray for our search committee. 
 

2. Pray for our next priest. 
 

3. Pray for our church. 

May we be truly worthy of  these words. 
 

 
Hymn 719 

 

O beautiful for spacious skies,  
for amber waves of  grain,  
For purple mountain majesties  
above the fruited plain! 
America!  America!   
God shed his grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 
from sea to shining sea. 

 

1982 Hymnal 

A Prayer for Our Search  
 

Almighty God, look graciously on the people of  Good Shepherd. Be with us and 
lead us as we seek the next rector for our church. We ask your direction and guidance 
for those who shall choose our new spiritual leader, that we may receive an upright 
and faithful pastor who will care for your people and equip us for our ministries. 
Grant us perception, faithfulness and joy, so that we may hear your voice in all our 
deliberations.  Grant us also the desire and the ability to truly hear each other and 
those to whom we have entrusted this process.  Give us courage to respond and act 
as you lead us.  Come Holy Spirit.  We pray this through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Jean Comins 
Cell:  607-341-0083 
Email:  fitzcow@yahoo.com  
 

Sudy Dressler 
Cell:  803-627-0720 
Email:  sdrfd@comporium.net   
 

Susan McDaniel Ferguson 
Cell:  205-515-9957 
Email:  sumacdaniel@gmail.com  
 
Jordan Gable 
Cell:  803-417-6764 
Email:  gablejh@gmail.com  
 
John Love, Senior Warden 
Cell:  803-960-9951 
Email:  johnmlove54@gmail.com  
 
 

 

Randy Neff, Junior Warden 
Cell:  803-367-6330 
Email:  randynsc@gmail.com  
 
Elaine Ness 
Cell:  704-678-9547 
Email:  nesselaine@yahoo.com  
 
Ike Waters 
Cell:  803-370-3620 
Email:  runman1947@yahoo.com 
 

 
Selina Woodard 
Cell:  803-579-3747 
Email:  woodard.selina@gmail.com  

2020 Vestry Members 

JULY BIRTHDAYS  
& ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Birthdays 
Joyce Sanders  7/2 
Joe Tiblier   7/3 
Libby Bradford  7/4 
Jean Comins  7/4 
Helen Sargent  7/7 
Howard Ray   7/11 
John Ness   7/12 
Jenise Myer s  7/14 
Nancy Landstreet  7/17 
Janice Gilbert  7/17 
Benjamin Myers Jr. 7/19 
Kolu Lynch   7/20 
Khloe Myers  7/28 
 
Anniversaries 
Ellen & Dave Appleton 7/9/1983 
Libby & Jim Bradford 7/26/1975 
 
 

 
 
(If your birthday or  anniversary is not listed, please 
call or email the parish office with the  
Information.) 

 
 

mailto:dmbL23@comporium.net
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Church of the Good Shepherd 
 

Street Address:   108 East Liberty Street 

Mailing Address: PO Box  437,  York, SC   29745-0437    

Office Phone:  (803) 684-4021 
General email:   thegoodshepherd@comporium.net  

 
 

Office Hours:  9am to Noon Monday through Thursday  

Barbara Wilson, Parish Coordinator 
Cell:     704-641-0302 
Email:  bwallwilson@gmail.com  
 

Randy Neff, Treasurer 

Home:  803-684-2251 
Cell:  803-367-6330 
Email:  wrn@comporium.net  

Hazel Somerville, Music Coordinator 
Cell:     615-337-1819 
Email:  murrayhazel@comcast.net  
 
 

Lilly Duncan, Parish Nurse 
Home:  803-684-4966 
Email:  lillylandstreet@yahoo.com  

The Rev’d Dr. P. William Greeley 
Priest in Charge 

Cell:  803-818-8257 
Email:  billgreeley@gmail.com   

STAFF 

 

MEETING SCHEDULE FOR GOOD SHEPHERD 
 

Second Sunday:  Finance Committee   
 

 Meetings will be scheduled when possible, most probably via Zoom.  
 

Vestry Meeting 
 

Meetings will be scheduled when possible, most probably via Zoom. 

  

Vestry meetings are open to anyone who wishes to attend.   
If  you wish to speak, you must first talk to either Father Bill or to the 
Senior Warden.  All Executive Sessions are closed meetings.   



 

LECTOR SERVING SCHEDULE FOR JULY 2020 

DATE SERVICE 1st LESSON PSALM 2nd LESSON NICENE CREED PRAYERS 

       

       

1-Jul Compline NA Corbett Gibson NA NA Wendy Beers 

       

5-Jul Pentecost 5 Carol Lassiter John Shiflet Harriet Bender Selina Woodard Lilly Duncan 

       

8-Jul Compline NA Barbara Wilson NA NA Ron Carter 

       

12-Jul Pentecost 6 Randy Neff  Debbie Shiflet Lori Ray Barbara Wilson Steve McCrae 

       

15-Jul Compline NA Harriet Bender NA NA Wendy Beers 

       

19-Jul Pentecost 7 Ron Carter Carol Lassiter Barbara Wilson Lilly Duncan Harriet Bender 

       

22-Jul Compline NA John Shiflet NA NA Corbett Gibson 

       

26-Jul Pentecost 8 Wendy Beers Randy Neff Harriet Bender Lori Ray Selina Woodard 

       

 

CALLING ALL ALTAR GUILD MEMBERS 
 

During the time of Zoom church we will still need you to provide flowers for the altar, 
attend to the Sanctuary Light, and change the hangings in keeping with the liturgical 
calendar.  Don’t forget! 
 
 

July:  Susan Lowry, Joyce Sanders and Sherri Schultz 
August: Jeanne Ferguson, Carol Lassiter, Jean Comins & Mindy McCrae 


