
Dear People of Good Shepherd,  

 

 As the calendar year draws to a close, a new church year begins. 
And like much of 2020, this new church season is about waiting. We 
await and joyfully anticipate the coming of Jesus at Christmas.  

 Perhaps 2020 has taught us something about how to wait. I re-
member early in the pandemic realizing that my previous daily routine 
had been all about productivity and getting things done. The check-

lists, the errands, phone calls and appointments were the main drivers of my day. Waiting 
was an inconvenience or worse, a waste of precious time. (I never scheduled "waiting" on 
my calendar!) 

 But suddenly, waiting filled my days. Waiting for direction from Bishops, waiting for 
my toddler to take a nap so I could make pastorally-sensitive calls, waiting for the ability to 
gather for worship, waiting for hand sanitizer to become available again. 

 To-do lists and schedules and plans can lull us into the mindset that time is ours to 
control. We can start to believe that the only way an hour, a day, a month, or a year has 
value is according to what we accomplish.  

 God views time differently. While our culture talks about "lost" or "wasted" time, the 
Scriptures remind us that there is a time for everything under heaven; time is to be kept, 
honored and celebrated, not necessarily optimized or scheduled. And the God we know in 
Jesus delights in entering time, interrupting even, in unexpected ways. 

 Waiting reminds us that we are, in fact, dependent on one another and dependent 
upon God. The greatest gifts of this life are not what we accomplish but what we receive. 
Waiting affirms our hope in things yet unseen. 

 Our waiting is not idle; we do what must be done as well as what brings us and oth-
ers joy, all the while knowing the even more awaits us. 

 As Henri Nouwen writes in A Spirituality of Waiting: 

[In Scripture,] those who are waiting are waiting very actively. They know that 
what they are waiting for is growing from the ground on which they are stand-
ing. That’s the secret. The secret of waiting is the faith that the seed has been 
planted, and something has begun. Active waiting means to be present fully to 
the moment, in the conviction that something is happening.   

 

 Something is happening: in 2020, in Advent, and in the life of our parish. We wait, 
actively, to receive and respond to God's arrival and the new thing God is doing in our 
midst. 
 

with joyful anticipation, 

Amanda 

 

p.s. One way in which "the wait is over": We will celebrate the Eucharist on Christmas Eve. 
How better to celebrate Immanuel, God with us, than by receiving Jesus in the blessed 
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bread of our common meal. Of course, we need to do so with all caution and respect for 
those who still are unable to participate. The Diocese allows for "Eucharist in one kind 
(bread, no wine) with no direct administration of the sacrament until further notice." On 
Christmas Eve, there will be an opportunity to gather in-person for worship and receive a 
consecrated, enveloped wafer. The envelope (a coin holder, actually) will be different but 
not unlike the humble manger, something from common life, that once held the Christchild. 
Others may choose to participate online and then come to the parking lot to receive their 
consecrated, enveloped wafer while remaining in their car. See the enclosed schedule. Af-
ter Christmas Day, I will take home communion to those who desire it and were unable to 
come on Christmas Eve. We will also provide a prayer for a spiritual communion for those 
who cannot safely have any contact or are out of town. More instructions will be forthcom-
ing. In the meantime, lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  

Holiday Outreach:  Meals on Wheels 

 This year, Good Shepherd will again contribute small gift bags to be deliv-
ered with meals to homebound seniors in our community through Meals on 
Wheels. 
 
 Items to include: hygiene items (shampoos, body sprays, lotions, etc.), 
snacks, activities (e.g. Sudoku and word finds), and candy. Pet products -- 
food, toys and treats are also appreciated! 
 
 You may assemble these items into gift bags yourselves or drop them off 
at the church for us to collect and assemble. All items and gift bags need to be 
received by Thursday, December 17. Anyone needing us to pick up the 
items from your home should contact the church by Monday, December 14. We 
would be glad to do so! 
 
 We hope these items add to the cheer of the 
season and assure our neighbors that they are not 
forgotten. The pandemic has more people in need of 
meals and in need of encouragement. We give thanks 
for the ability to partner with the York County Council 
on Aging in their mission to decrease isolation and in-
crease the quality of life of senior adults in York and 
Chester counties.  
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• Sundays, December 6, 13 and 20  

 8:30 am in-person spoken service (without Communion) in Parish Hall; regis-
ter online (links sent out weekly) or call church office 

 11:00 am with Choir via Zoom  
• Thursday, December 24, Christmas Eve  

 4:00 pm Family Eucharist with Children's Sermon in Parish Hall (live streamed to 
homes) 

 5:00-5:00 pm distribution of Communion in parking lot to those who have      
worshipped at home  

 9:45 pm  Prelude music by the choir  
 10:00 pm  Festival Eucharist (live streamed to Parish Hall and homes) 
 11:00-11:30 pm distribution of Communion in parking lot to those who have   wor-

shipped at home  
• Friday, December 25, Christmas Day 

 11:00 am Visit to the Creche via Zoom 
• Sunday, December 27,  Christmas 1  worship at Trinity Cathedral online [church office 
will be closed the week of December 27] 

Advent and Christmas worship schedule  

SPEAKING EPISCOPALIAN 101 

Question:  Didn’t the liturgical color for Advent used to be purple? 

 Yes, the color used for Advent was purple, but purple is thought of  as  

more of  a penitential color.  Thus blue is deemed  a color more appropriate 

to a season of  anticipation.   

 Do you have any questions  that can be answered in this area of  News-

letter trivia?  I’ll be glad to research them for you.   
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS & 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Birthdays 

Lilly Duncan   12/1 

Ava Gable   12/4 

Tom Sanders  12/4 

Betty Sanders  12/4 

Jeanne Ferguson  12/7 

Lilly Rose Cotter  12/8 

Scott Thielbar  12/10 

Bill Greeley   12/15 

Harriet Bender  12/16 

Joyce Ballard  12/18 

Diane Hanlon  12/19 

Eli Elam   12/19 

Morgan Ray   12/19 

 

Karen Haburjak  12/20 

Debbie Weinzierl  12/21 

Wendy Nyberg  12/24 

Steve McCrae  12/28 

Thressa Elam  12/31 
 

Anniversaries  

Renae & Ike Waters  12/6/1968 

Mary Catherine & Ben Cotter 12/14/2013 

Harriet & Rick Bender  12/27/2003 

 

(If your birthday or  anniversary is not listed, please call 

or email the parish office as we may not have that infor-

mation.) 

 

LECTOR SERVING SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 2020 

       

DATE SERVICE 1st LESSON PSALM 2nd LESSON NICENE CREED PRAYERS 

       

6-Dec Advent 2           

 8:30am John Shiflet -- lector for lessons & prayers; leads psalm & Prayers 

 11:00am Corbett Gibson sung Wendy Beers Selina Woodard Carol Lassiter 

       

13-Dec Advent 3           

 8:30am Randy Neff -- lector for lessons & prayers; leads psalm & Prayers 

 11:00am Lilly sung Ron Carter Lori Ray Murray Somerville 

       

20-Dec Advent 4           

 8:30am Debbie Shiflet -- lector for lessons & prayers; leads psalm & Prayers 

 11:00am Barbara Wilson sung Steve McCrae Corbett Gibson Wendy Beers 

       

24-Dec Christmas Eve           

 4:00pm      

 10:00pm      

        

27-Dec Christmas I   
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2020 Vestry Members 

Jean Comins, Clerk 

 

Sudy Dressler 

  
 

Susan McDaniel Ferguson 

 

Jordan Gable 

 

John Love, Senior Warden 

Randy Neff, Junior Warden 

 

Elaine Ness 

 

Ike Waters 

 

Selina Woodard 
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Barbara Wilson, Parish Coordinator 

Email: Barbara@goodshepherdyork.org 
 

Randy Neff, Treasurer 

Email:  Treasurer@goodshepherdyork.org 
 

 

Hazel Somerville, Music Coordinator 

 

Lilly Duncan, Parish Nurse 

Staff  Members 

mailto:dmbL23@comporium.net


 

MEETING SCHEDULE FOR GOOD SHEPHERD 
 

Finance Committee   

Thursday, December 10 at 3:00pm  
  

Vestry Meeting 

Vestry will meet Sunday, December 13 at 12:15pm 

 

 

 

Church of the Good Shepherd 
 

Street Address:    108 East Liberty Street 

Mailing Address: PO Box  437,  York, SC   29745-0437    

Office Phone:   (803) 684-4021 

Website:  www.goodshepherdyork.org 

 

 @TheChurchoftheGoodShepherdYork 

 

 

General email:   thegoodshepherd@comporium.net  

Office Hours:  9am to Noon Monday through Thursday  
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The Rev’d Amanda K. Robertson, Rector 

Phone for Pastoral Emergencies:  803-627-8750 

Email:  amanda@goodshepherdyork.org   

  

Vestry meetings are open to anyone who wishes to attend.  If  you 

wish to speak, you must first talk to either Mother Amanda or the 

Senior Warden.  All Executive Sessions are closed meetings.   


